
Archaeology only developed as a true science
in the nineteenth century. Prior to that, its
roots are in the plunder of wars and conquests,
in the exotica amassed by western explorers
and, in the eighteenth century, by well-to-do
cultural ‘tourists’ traveling to the Orient or
to the Mediterranean in pursuit of an idea
of classicism.

Archaeology proper developed out of the
realization that it was more informative to study
objects in their contexts, rather than in isolation,
and that, in the earth beneath us, the remains of
generations are preserved in successive levels,
which can be identified and analyzed through
the technique of stratigraphy. What had been an
amassing of booty, or an egocentric accumulation
of private collections, became the self-effacing
vocation of the archaeologist; the names of even
the most eminent, such as Sir Leonard Wooley,
the great archaeologist of the kingdom of Ur in
Sumeria are rarely mentioned.

Many titles in this section deal with the great
areas of archaeological discovery: the temples and
cities of Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Mediterranean,
or the cathedrals, castles, churches and houses
of medieval Europe. Others, particularly in the
English Heritage series (made for young learners,
but very worthwhile for their parents and teachers
too), open up the principles of archaeology into
a broadly creative, fact-gathering attitude to the
world all around us. Even our own homes can be
studied as ‘historic’ sites . . .
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The Roland Collection

21 The Sumerian Kingdom of Ur
see page 20

22 Babylon – The Gate of the Gods
see page 20

23 Assurnasirpal – The Assyrian King
see page 21

24 Hatra
see page 21

40A/B Digging for the History of Man 
Art and Architecture of the Babylonians, 
Sumerians, Hittites, Greeks, Romans 
and Sassanians
40A Part One, 40B Part Two
see page 19

900 The Mystery
see page 275

901 Bits and Bodies
see page 275

490D Clues Challenge
see page 275

14 Grimes Graves
Neolithic Flint Mines and the Techniques 
of Flint Knapping
see page 276

16 Working on the Evidence: Maiden Castle
Modern Archaeology at the Iron Age Hillfort
see page 276

99B Castles of Northumberland
see page 276

138 Building an Abbey: Rievaulx
Approaching Technology through 
an Historic Building
see page 277

176 Buildings and Beliefs
Medieval Social Structure and Spirituality
see page 279

312 Evidence on Site: Boscobel House
Where Charles II Hid from Parliament
see page 277

490B Dover Castle: The Key to England
see page 277

902 In Memoriam
The Archaeology of Graveyards
see page 278

136 The Master Builders: The Construction of 
a Great Church
see page 278

313 Chapels: The Buildings of Nonconformity
Baptist, Unitarian, Quaker, Methodist 
and Others
see page 279

490C Your Church: A Threshold to History
see page 279

13 Prehistoric Sites
From Stonehenge to the Moorlands of 
Western Britain
see page 280

99A Looking at a Castle
The Complex Arrangements of 
Medieval Life
see page 280

137 Looking at an Abbey
How Cistercian Monks Organized their Lives
see page 281

118 The Norman Conquest of England
see page 282

267 The Past Replayed: Kirby Hall
A Living History Project for Special-needs 
Schoolchildren
see page 282

311 Teaching on Site: 
Seventeenth-century Merchants’ Houses
see page 282

634 Historic Site: A Sculptor’s View 
see page 283

903 Evidence of Our Lives
see page 283

904 Rescuing Our Past
see page 283

L 40B
Persepolis, Iran
Northern staircase of the
Central Palace, detail

u 40B
The Archers of 
Darius the Great, detail
Enamelled bricks
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